


Excellence Award

Our Own English High School , Sharjah ƇAnxrƊ hr sgd oqntc qdbhohdms ne
the Sharjah Award for Educational Excellence ƇDistinguished School. 

We won the second position at the 26th session of this prestigious award 
in the distinguished school category. Gaurav Jayaprakash of grade 5 won 

the Sharjah Award for Educational Excellence in the distinguished 
student category. He is one among the five winners, from the hundreds 
of other contestants. The prestigious award was established in 1995 by 
His Highness Sheikh Dr.Sultan Bin Mohammad Al-Qassimi, Member of 

the Supreme Council and Ruler of Sharjah and is granted to students and 
institutions who achieve the standards of excellence in the United Arab 
Emirates. We are humbled by this recognition and indeed very grateful 

to students, parents, staff of OOB, the GEMS Management and the 
Sharjah Private Education Authority for their unstinted support.









On Sunday, 31st of May, the Batch of 2020-2021 at OOB,

set another precedent by organizing and conducting the

ôAnnual Investiture Ceremonyõon a virtual platform .

The program was organized using two isolated online

platforms , MS Teams and OBSStudio, through which live

streaming of the event on YouTubewas made possible.

Major Mohammed Ali Shah, Indian theater personality,

film actor and social activist was the keynote speaker for

the event.

https://linktr.ee/investitureoob )

https://linktr.ee/investitureoob




þClubsare the instrumentsthroughwhichone
canfind their hiddentalentÿ. The inauguration
of variousclubsof the schoolfor the academic
session2020-21tookplaceon 24th June2020at 3
pm.

Mr. SrivalsanMurugan,the Principal& CEOof
OOB, addressedthe newly electedpresidents,
secretaries,andcoordinatorsof all 13clubs. The
programwasa greatsuccessand the Principal
congratulatedthestudentleaders.



WORKSHOP  with 
Ms. SHOBHANA  

KUMAR



25th of June2020, the students of Our

Own BoysõSharjah were blessed and

privileged to have the grand

opportunity of hosting & interacting

with the renowned author, poet,

social activist and entrepreneur Ms.

Shobhana Kumar in an engaging

workshop held by the OOB Literary

Club on the virtual online platform -

Microsoft Teams.





FurqanMuhammad(12A),AbdulRauf(12C),Joel
Jiji (12C) andMohamedFiras(12A) represented
theschoolat theGlobalInnovationChallengeheld
in Februaryat GEMSWellingtonAcademyand
their project, ƉLDC.AIƊqualifiedto the top 20
teamsfromover600teamsthatparticipated. The
TeamalsowontheƉOdnokdƊrChoiceAwardƊand
weregiventheopportunityto participatein an
IBMDigital-NationbootcampinMay.



Om Guptaand Mohammed 
Firas of class 12A, emerged 
First and Second runners-up
respectively in the ƉBtqshm
G`bj`sgnm Bg`kkdmfdƊ

conducted by the Curtin 
University of Dubai. 



Thepictureof theƉE`shl`Al
Y`gq`Ɗmosqueclickedby
AbhiramSmithaof11B,

fetchedtheFirstrunner- Up
positionin theGeneration
GlobalƉOhbstqdof theMonth-
L`xƊContest.



JoelJiji of 12CwasplacedsecondinƉTattawar
InnovationProgrammeƊ receiving a cash
incentiveof USD2000. Hisproject,AccelAgro, a
sustainableand ecoƇfriendlyalternativeto
chemicalfertilizerswaswellƇreceivedby the
panelof judgesandcatapultedhisprojectto the
top five innovationsworking towardsUN
SustainableDevelopmentGoals.



Hail the Rockstar 

Vidyuth Vivek of Class 7A was the 
fq`mc vhmmdq `s sgd ƉStar Dance 

CompetitionƊ+ `m `kk Hmch` bnmsdrs+ gdkc
in Dubai. This energetic youth beat 

scores of contestants to bag the first 
prize.





Off the 

cuffé
with

Q. Sir you havespent a number
of yearsat OOB and have seen
the it grow from it's very
humble beginnings. How do
you feel as being part of the
OOBfamily for somany years?

A. I joined OOEHS (Main
Branch) on 3rd January 1999.
My journey with OOB started
with 700 students. Our buses
were non- AC, we had a six- day
week, no playground, and no
auditorium..

We shifted to Muweilah with
almost all the facilities which
included a small playground, 2
basketball courts and a multi -
purposehall.

When I look back at this long
journey, I feelitõsbeena lifetime
ðan entire journey, which has
been filled with so many
learnings and memoriesé
memories that I will Cherish
Foreveré

Q. You have been known for
being one of the few teachers
who have a record of having a
100%attendanceover the past21
years. What inspires you the
most to remain dedicated
towards the school and your
students?

A. I donõtremember to have
taken a single day off during my
entire OOB tenure. I have spent
more number of yearswith OOB
than with my family back home.
I love my work and I am grateful
to God for keepingme healthy.

I love Interacting with my
studentsand it makesme feel at
home. It hasalwaysbeena joyful
experience at OOB Each Day,
Everyday.

ò It has always been a joyful experience at OOBéó 

V ijay Sir



Q. You havebeenan inspiration
to many budding sportsmen at
OOB and have been a driving
force behind many accolades
achieved by the school. What
has been your messageto the
studentson achievingsuccess?

A. Thereis no short cut to hard
work ôNogain without painõ.
The day you start enjoying the
pain (hard work), nobody can
stop you from achievinggreater
heights - Dedication along with
commitment makesé

ôGreatPlayersõ.

My dreamwill come true when I
see an OOBite representinghis
nation at the Olympics, some
day.

Q. As we facesucha challenging
situation presently,do you think
OOB has encountered similar
challengesbefore and how do
you feel has it tackled the
challenges and emerged
successfulin all its endeavors?

A. We never had this kind of
pandemicsituation beforeé

If we were to compare a
challenging situation, I would
say, it would definitely be the
shifting of our campus from
Muweilah to Juwaiza.

But. under the capableleadership
of Mr. SrivalsanMurugan, this
challengewasmet successfully.
It just took one visit for the
walk- in visitorsandour parents
to realize the vision of the
school.

Q. We would like to know
about your hobbiesé.

A. Firstly, SingingðIt keepsme
refreshed. Secondly,Cooking -
I learnt Cooking after joining
OOB, ôNecessityindeed is the
Mother of Inventionõ. Today,
people look forward to my
invitations- I guess that tells
you about my culinary skillsé
(You too are invited éBut,
only Vegetarian)

ò You too are invitedéBut, 
only Vegetarian...ò



with

Ms. Lizy 

franco

Q. What inspiredyou to choose
teaching asa career?

A. I wasnot keenly interestedin
teachingand I initially wantedto
becomea doctor but missedthe
admission into the medical
college by a mere 2%. This,
thereby took me to my much
loved subject, CHEMISTRY,and
I then pursued further studiesin
that field. In my college years,I
was the President of the
Chemistry Association. As for
teaching, I was drawn towards
the professionwhen I discovered
my love for it during my final
college year. After that, I
decided to pursue teaching as
my career, did my B.Ed, and
worked in the school I hadonce
studiedin.

Q. What were the subjectsand
hobbies that interestedyou the
most asa student?

A. As it seemspretty obvious,
my favorite subjects at school
were Scienceand Math. I used
to love thesesubjectsand I still
do. In my free time, I used to
listen to the songsof Michael
Jackson and also did a bit of
gardening.

òNever criticize anybody, 
Everybody is uniqueó.

Q&A



Q. What in you opinion is your
definition of agood student?

A. Student with moral valuesé
Values as in Humility, Honesty
and Compassion. I feel valuesare
asimportant aseducation.

Q. What do you think of
teaching asa profession,what is
its bestpart ?

A. Teaching is a noble
profession. Teachers nurture
students and inculcate valuesin
them thereby, shaping their
future and the future of the
world. Personally, I love my
profession. The part I like the
best about teaching is the
discussions that I have with
students. I really enjoy making
concepts easy for the students
and it gives me immense
satisfaction to see that I have
been successfulin clearing all
their scientificconcepts.

òI love my 
professionó
Q. You havebeena part of OOB
for almost 20+ years,any advice
you would like to give to your
students?

A. Chaseyour dreams, follow
your conscienceand work hard
becauseitõsonly hardwork, that
brings in result. Something that
I would love to see in every
student,particularlyan OOBite,
is the presenceof moral values.

- Interviewed by 
Mayur Jhamnani



Soaring 

heights
-An Interview With 

JOEL Jiji

Strengths 

Fearless of the unknown -
Always open to new ventures
andchallenges. I believerisksand
pressurebring out the best in
me.

Open to criticismðI alwaysput
in my best in whateverI do and
criticism doesnõtbother me. I
take eachand everycriticism asa
learningexperience.

Self- Reliance - I believe self-
reliance is an amazing strength.
It sometimes does require extra
attention, but I feel itõsworth
giving a try.

Weaknesses 

1. The word ôNOõ- This
negative word always acts
positive for me. I do push
myself to the extremes,but
definitely I havelearnt a lot .

2. Time management: Really
bad at it . I prioritize quality
and at times exceed the
deadline.

3. Hobbies: No limits- I like
everything - Browsing/Art in
any form /Music/ Writing
and Poetry / Photography&
Cinematography

òI always put in my best in whatever I doéó 



Achievements

Å RepresentedUAE in the 27th
NCSC National Childrenõs
Science Congress with my
research regarding the
accelerationof plant growth.

Å Tatawwar Program: I have
represented UAE amongst
competitors from the MEA
region (Middle East and
south Africa) and wasplaced
2nd overall making me an
Official presenter for the
EXPO2021.

Å YOUFESTMusic band: Was a
part of ôOBLIVIONõ, the first
contemporary student led
band from our school to
participate in an interschool
competition. Our band was
placed 2nd in the National
level and 1st in the regional
level.

Å Global Innovation Challenge:
Being a part of ôMED.AIõwas
an amazing experience- all
our hard work fetched us the
ôPeopleõsChoiceAward.ô

What I enjoy about school

It provides me a platform to
expressalmost everything and I
really appreciateall the Teachers
and Staff, supporting and
uplifting students in all fields.
The School hasdefinitely played
a huge role in making me who I
am today.

Advice to Juniors 

2 yearsago, I wasa shy boy in
the corner who never expressed
himselfé. just another boy,
waiting for someone to free me
from the cage. But then I realized
that the key to unlocking this
cage is within ourselves. We all
needa smallsparkto help us find
the lost key in ourselvesand for
me it wasthe few peoplewhom I
met who lead me out of the
cage. The key may differ from
personto personbut one should
never give up. Go beyond your
limits andchaseyour dreams.



up and 

close 

Hobbies 

Playing the Ukulele - I like
the soundof it . When I wasa
kid I was not much into
music. But, now after
listening to a lot of songs,I
am really interestedin music
and am also an active
member of the Rhapsody
Club of the school.

Favorite subjects 

I actually like all subjects.
But, if you askme to choose
a particular subject it would
solidly be Science- a unique
subject where you get to
know about all the
interesting things in the
world and expand your
knowledgeto agreatextent.

Thoughts  On E- learning 

Keepingin mind the current
situation, I do like the
DistanceLearningInitiative.

ò I love 
Scienceéó

òésound of Ukuleleéó

with

GAURAV J.



Doing My Best

Honestly, learning inspires
me to do my best. Our
teachersmake learning quite
interesting by giving us
assignmentsand making us
do activities in class. It truly
motivates me to drag myself
off my bedeverymorning.

Aim in Life

I want to achieve great
heights and become a
Programmerin future. I have
alreadystartedcoding and in
future, would certainly love
to be a part of the ôOOB
InnovatorõsClubõ.

òLearning inspires 
me to do my best 
everyday.ó

Upon receiving the ôSharjah
Excellence Awardõ

I feel blessedto have received
the awardand really thankful to
the peoplewho havehelpedme
achievethis -

òéreally thankful to the people who 
have helped me achieve thiséó

- Interviewed by Aashay Rane 

Principal Sir, ShameethaMaõam
and the entire school who
supportedme in this fascinating
journey which I thoroughly
enjoyed.



WELLNESS AT OOB

Froma colourfulplatteradvicefromourschooldoctors,
soulfulocarina,andsoulfulrenditionsfromourmusic
departmentto soothingeyeexercisesfromourphysical
educationdepartment,well-beingformsthe coreof
OOB. Andthiswasenthusiasticallyput into practice
by the schoolstaff at the OnlineWellnessSession
conductedexclusivelyforthem.




