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This is probably one of those rare occasions when you 
decide to read the editorial for whatever reason, unless 
you are one of those who carefully study every line of a 
publication to avail of the gratification of spotting a 
mispelt word or a missing full stop  
 
Not reading editorials is a very widespread phenomenon 
among human beings. About 3 in every 3  humans are 
affected by this puzzling yet fairly common habit. 
 
There is an underlying reason. Writing style. In my 
observations I have discovered that articles, stories and 
poems that assume a first-person perspective have a 
better chance to captivate the reader than a third-person 
perspective. 
 
No wonder thick volumes on mathematics have always 
been boring! 
 
Speaking about editorials in particular, the "03)/'  
scale hits a new high. When was the last time you read 
an editorial that did not deal with an abstract topic? 
'Stay Positive!' and ' Children's magazine editorial'  are 
possibly almost synonymous. As a result, editorials rarely 
have any incentive to be read. 
 
I propose to change that! 
 
I have a dream, a dream where editorials are interesting 
and worth reading, a dream where people take away 
something useful after reading an editorial.  
So to all aspiring editors out there: BE UNIQUE $ÚØ â 
refer to other editorials before writing your own. 
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1. Gulf Debates 
2.  Book Fair  
3.  Commemoration Day 
4.  Consulate debate 
5.  OOB Colloquium 
7.  CBSE UAE Cluster Swimming 
8.  GEMS Xhibit 
9.  In Conversation with Lilly Singh 
11. Battle of the Bands 
13.  Literary Week 
14.  -ÚÚÔ 9ÐÚ á !ØáèÌßÑØÏ 5ÌØÑÚßá 
15.  Rhapsody Karaoke Competition 
16.  Saudi Arabia National Day 
17.  SEN Workshop 
18.  Fare thee well, Ms Sindhu! 
19.  UAE National Day 
20. Arabic Week 
21. 00" #ÚØÊÌßâ 'ÈØËÐÑ 
23. Annual Athletic Meet 
25. Anti Bullying Week 
27. Career Fair 
29. Cancer Awareness + Woman of Millenium 
30. $ÌÈÕÑØÏ èÑâÐ #ÕÈááßÚÚÖ "äÕÕëÑØÏ 
31. Flag Day 
32. GMA Interschool Swimming Meet 
33. Health is Wealth Week 
34. Inquizitive Minds 2018 
35. Manipal Media Fest 2018 
36. 6ÐÌ 5ÚäØË ÚÍ 5ÑÕÌØÊÌ 
37. Mindception  0ÈáÑá ÚÍ $ÑÏØÑâë 
39. OOB Soccer Tournament 
40. SIBF Quiz Competition 
41. Primary Sports Day 2018 
43. )ÖÛÚßâÈØÊÌ ÚÍ .ÚßÈÕ %ËäÊÈâÑÚØ 
44. Synergy 2018 
45. SEWA WEEK Celebrations 
47. UAE SST Week 2018 
48. Generation Global VCs 
49. Young Entrepreneurs Challenge 
50. Parental Engagement Week 
51. Hour of Code 2018 
52.Career Options with Mr Ganesh 



The Gulf Debates took place at Jumeirah College on Friday 23 November, 2018. Three 
teams from our school participated in the Junior Category and one in the Senior. The 
one-day event had the participation of 36 schools. 
 
After three rounds of debates (1 impromptu and 2 prepared) there was a decisive 
power round. The aggregate score fixes them in 4 divisions viz; Cup, Plate, Bowl and 
Shield. Three teams from our school entered the semi finals. Our senior team entered 
the finals in the Plate Division and won the second prize. Team A in the Junior 
Category, lost in the semi finals. They received a trophy for the third place in the Bowl 
Division. Team B lost in the semi finals and Team C could make it only up to the 
quarter final.  
The day-long debate was indeed an edifying experience for our debaters. They gave a 
tough time to the opponents - most of whom were of international curricula or native 
English speakers. Though deadbeat, after a long tiring day, all returned with spirits 
and heads high with the satisfaction of having done their best and learning newer 
strategies of debating. 
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Cherishing the love of reading in accordance with the International 
Library Week, OOB was proud to host a Book Fair within the campus. 
Held for two days on the 12th and 13th of November, the Book Fair was 
graced by the presence of author and alumnus Hrishikesh, who had 
the pleasure of inaugurating the fair.  Students were greeted by a 
plethora of books on a variety of topics and genres at the school 
auditorium, which were available at discounted prices. Besides aiming 
at cultivating the habit of reading among students, the Book fair was 
also successful in providing the opportunity for students to make 
independent purchases. 
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On 29th November 2018, the school observed .Èßâëßá 
Day. From 8 am to 11.30 am the UAE flag was at half 
mast. It was followed by a minute's silence. The UAE 
flag was raised again by the Principal along with the 
Senior Management team and the administration 
personnel at the main venue. This was followed by 
the rendition of the UAE National Anthem. 
Simultaneously the Supervisors of the various 
Departments followed a similar protocol in the 
Quadrangles and the Sheikh Zayed Multipurpose 
Hall. Early in the morning, during the House 
Assemblies, the significance of the day was reiterated 
to the student community underscoring that the 
monumental sacrifices of the Emirati martyrs would 
not go in vain and the nation cherishes them fondly. 
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The 19th Inter -School debate competition was held at GEMS Our Own Indian School 
on 4 th October, 2018 in partnership with the Indian Consulate. His Excellency, the 
Consul General, Mr. Vipul was present to witness the verbal battle. Our students, 
Aryan Krishnan and Soham Chawda brought home the much-coveted 
Championship Trophy. Aryan was the best speaker on side proposition and Soham 
was the second on the opposition. The motion for the finals was !ßâÑÍÑÊÑÈÕ intelligence 
and Robotics is a dangerous invasion into the humane èÚßÕË. There was a 
preliminary round on 26 September 2018 in which 27 schools had participated. 8 
schools got qualified to compete in the finals. 
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On  2nd  October 2018, OOB bore 

witness to a historic milestone- 

its first ever Colloquium- a 

thinking hub of deliberation and 

discussion on various topics that 

confront the young learners of 

today. The inaugural meeting of 

the OOB Colloquium was graced 

by Ms. Tracy Moxley, Head of 

Global Education Initiatives 

(GEMS Education). She has been 

involved in Global Citizenship 

Education for more than twenty 

years, thus possessing immense 

experience and thoughts on real 

world issues. The event was 

concluded with a Q and A 

session with Miss Moxley on the 

pertinent theme of Global 

Citizenship in âÚËÈë á times.  
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It was a proud 
moment for 
the school 
when the 
OOBite from 
grade 5, 
Avinash 
won three 
medals, 1 silver 
and 2 bronze 
at the CBSE 
UAE Cluster 
Swimming 
Competition 2018 conducted at Bright Riders School, Abu Dhabi. He also qualified 
for the CBSE Nationals in 50 metres back stroke. It was his commitment, 
steadiness and determination that helped him to achieve success. We wish him 
many more years of extraordinary achievements! 
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GEMS organized a high-profile event '%.5 
Xhibit on 25th September at Emirates Towers. 
The event was graced by the presence of His 
Excellency Omar bin Sultan Al Olama, UAE 
Minister of State for Artificial Intelligence and 
200 leading professionals from the public and 
private sectors, including organisations such as 
Dubai Future Foundation, DEWA, Emirates, 
Emirates NBD, VISA, GE and more. The focus of 
the event was to raise awareness of our ëÚäâÐ á 
innovation, entrepreneurial and technical skills 
and to increase collaboration and youth work 
opportunities with organizations. This event 
included a student product showcase, a  student 
vs. business challenge and a talent hunt where 
businesses engaged with students on ideas, 
feedback and skills of the future.  

OOB projects that were showcased at the event- 
1) Vision Education 
2) Drone Aid 
3) Apollo 
4) V Loops 
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7th November 2018 will go down in the history books of OOB as one of 
the most iconic days of the school. On this day, the one and only Lilly 
Singh aka Superwoman, graced OOB with her presence. 

 
In the latest addition to the school's "In Conversation With" 
segments, the content connoisseur was interviewed by Aryan Krishnan 
(11B) and Vighnesh Prasad (12C), on matters ranging from her YouTube 
career and success to her UNICEF endeavors and even feminism. The 
interview segued smoothly into the book signing, where a plethora of 
fans were blessed with a golden opportunity to meet her. Glimpses of 
her experience have been put up on YouTube, in her vlogging channel, 
SuperwomanVlogs.  
 
Apart from OOB being absolutely starstruck by the whole experience, 
we were all thoroughly inspired by her raw perspective on life and 
success, her journey from humble beginnings, and her absolutely witty 
approach to convey her message. OOB will indeed take to her inspiring 
book and strive towards becoming Bawses, ready to conquer life with 
confidence and willpower. 
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The students of OOB participated in the Literary 
Fest conducted by the English department from 
the 15th to the 20th of September 2018, under the 
tag line, 9ÚßËá finiteImagination ÑØÍÑØÑâÌ. 
Winners were awarded with gift vouchers from 
DC books..  

The week-long celebration of the English 
language witnessed a host of engaging activities 
and competitions, ranging from speaking and 
acting to marketing and commentary, 
enhancing the áâäËÌØâá diverse thinking and 
helping them hone their creativity and 
imagination. All the way from Primary to the 
Senior section of the school, the Fest was received 
greatly by students and faculty alike. 20th 
September witnessed the thrilling conclusion to 
the endeavor by the felicitation of the winners 
and entertaining the audience with the winning 
performances of the -ÑâÌßÈßë &Ìáâ. 

Harshal Bini of class 9G and Mohammed Umair 
of class 4D were recipients of the 5ÌØÑÚß and 
Junior Eloquetor award respectively for 
displaying exemplary skill in the use of this 
universal language in its myriad forms. 
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For many years, OOB has been producing inquisitive juggernauts who have 
honored the school banner with accolades in quizzing. And it is pertinent that, 
in the same manner as we have inter school competitions where quizzers 
represent OOB, we also have an intra-school competition for budding 
inquizitors. 
  
The 2nd edition of the seniors Look Who's Answering competition was held on 
Thursday, 15 November 2018. Participating in it were 4 contestants, Mihir 
Dinesh of XII D, Sidhaarthaa SV of XII D, Aniket Roy of XI A and Rehan Nasar 
of XI A. These four emerged as the top contenders after two written rounds with 
470 students taking the initial test, from which 44 moved to the next round. The 
finals was anchored by Vighnesh Prasad of Grade XII C. The opening round was 
conducted by our Principal and CEO Mr Srivalsan Murugan who aptly asked 
questions on books in keeping with Library Week. The quizmasters for the 
rounds were Ms. Geeta Ramanath and Cyriac George of Grade X. The 4 
contestants were put through 9 intense rounds of nerve-wracking quizzing. 
Mihir Dinesh emerged victorious as the Senior Inquizitor of OOB. 
  
As the baton of Inquizitor is being passed down and the dawn of graduation is 
upon us, OOB eagerly awaits to see who will be the next quiz whiz.    
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For the 4th consecutive year, the Rhapsody Music 
Club of Our Own "Úëá organized the 3ÐÈÛáÚËë 
Solo Singing- Karaoke #ÚÖÛÌâÑâÑÚØ with the aim of 
showcasing the performing skills of all its members 
and the school community at large. The competition 
which was held from 17th to 19th September witnessed 
a tremendous response from the school community. 
 
The main objective of this competition is to create a 
platform for all the musically talented artistes of the 
community to showcase their singing prowess. The 
amazing performances by parents, students and 
staff of OOB captivated the audience. Parents 
performing duets with their wards demonstrated 
not only their support and encouragement for their 
own, but also endorsed the endeavor of the school in 
promoting the talented. 
 
The performances in various Indian languages 
ensured cultural togetherness as it culminated 
into a great evening of diverse and multicultural 
entertainment. 
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The Saudi National Day was celebrated with gusto and gaiety on 23 September, 
2018 at OOB, Sharjah. The visitors to the school were greeted to the sight of the 
Saudi Flag displayed at the Reception. In honour of the event, the 
Saudi  National Anthem was sung. The Moral Education period on 
Sunday(23/9/18) across the school  was transformed to knowing more about 
7!% á biggest neighbour  Saudi Arabia. A plethora of  related activities were 
conducted for the students to highlight the deep bond of friendship shared by 
the  twin regional economic powerhouses. The speech by Mohammed Adnan of 
Grade XII through the Public Address system highlighted how the two nations 
have forged an alliance of economic prosperity, striving relentlessly for the 
happiness and welfare of the people. Indeed the day marked the shared history 
and closeness of the two nations as rightfully summed 
through   #Always_Together. 
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OOB believes that regular communication and interaction with its parent 

community forms the cornerstone of the áÊÐÚÚÕ á success story. With this 

intent, a coffee morning was organized for the parents of the determined ones 

on 26th September, 2018. The workshop commenced with the SEN team 

welcoming the parents to the session and introducing the guest speaker, Ms 

Anu Margaret. Ms. Anu is a social worker and a child specialist working in a 

clinic under the umberella of NMC with 20 years of experience.  

She briefed the parents about the learning strategies that could be employed 

as parental strategies at home with relatable examples. Various behavior 

strategies were discussed and ideas were shared. Some of the topics covered in 

her presentation were curriculum, importance of parental involvement, 

outcomes of psychometric assessments and how to improve learning. She also 

touched upon behaviour management techniques with appropriate examples 

and shared a few case-studies. She gave tips on how to train children and the 

importance of timely intervention. 

The Principal, Mr. Srivalsan Murugan,  then addressed the gathering and 

reiterated the School Inclusion Policy and assured complete support from the 

school. Parents shared their suggestions, interacted with the guest speaker 

and other participants. The workshop concluded with the Headmistress 

Designate, Ms. Sindhu Padmanabhan, thanking parents for being engaged 

and reminding them to keep communication channels always open.  
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On 25th of October 2018, OOB bid a fond farewell 

to Ms. Sindhu Sreeramakrishnan Nair who has 

been steering the Department of Malalyalam in 

the school for an eventful tenure of 18 years.  

Sincerity and commitment personified, Ms. 

Sindhu has been the proud recipient of the GEMS 

Best Teacher Award and Priyadarshini Award.  

She had been serving as the house coordinator for 

the past 10 years with admirable poise and has 

also endeared herself to all of us with her 

countenance composed and radiant personality! 

The programme commenced with the rendition of 

the rustic folk song of the alluring backwaters of 

Kerala followed by a reminiscing segment  

Down the memory lane.  Music rivets  a segment 

of fusion music by our boys  Paul, Amal, Benji 

and Aryan was followed by a mellifluous medley 

of songs by our own nightingales.  The traditional 

dance that followed was yet another artistic treat.  

The programme concluded with the handing over 

of a token of our love and appreciation along with 

a portrait to Ms. Sindhu S. Nair.  We wish and 

pray that she be blessed with peace, happiness 

and prosperity in all her future endeavours. 
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